	
	
	


Initials

Ecology (Elementary): Version 2

Science is easier to understand if you can make connections between what you know now and the new ideas that you are studying. This is a test that will help us to understand what you know now.  Please answer these questions as carefully and completely as you can. 

	Please put your initials (not your full name) in the boxes
	
	
	

	
	First
	Middle
	Last


Date ________________

Class ____________________________ Teacher ___________________________

1. Suppose there is a forest located close to your home. In this forest there are many living things. What living things do you think would live in the forest? Name as many things as you can. Think of living things of all sizes and living things that may live above and below ground.
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2. Do you think there are living things in the forest that are too small to see?  If yes, give some examples.  If no, explain why not.

	


3. Here are some things found in a forest.  Place each of these things in one of the three groups below. Then name each of your groups.

Air   water   sunlight   food   warmth   shade

	
	
	
	
	

	Group 1

Name:__________________ 
	
	Group 2

Name:____________________
	
	Group 3

Name:__________________


4. Explain why you grouped and named the things as you did.

5. Suppose someone grouped the things this way.  Can you think of names for these groups?

	Air

Water

Food


	
	Warmth 

Shade
	
	Sunlight

	Group 1

Name:___________________ 
	
	Group 2

Name:___________________
	
	Group 3

Name:__________________


6. Explain why you think that these are good names.

7. When an apple is left outside for a long time, it rots. 

(a)  What causes the apple to rot?

	


(b)  Explain what happens to the weight of an apple as it rots.

	


8. Why do you think that people need to eat in order to live and grow?

	


9. Why do you think that dead trees rot? Explain how that happens? 

	


10. Explain why it might be important to preserve our forests?

	


11. Explain how are the following living things connect with each other: 

(a) Grass

(b) Cows

(c) Human beings

(d) Decomposing bacteria

	


